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Eager students christen three new Manatee schools
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EAST MANATEE — Three new
schiools — Gullett Elementary.
Elepoiary In Piisah nd
Flemeniarny farrish  an
1%&' Middlelin Pal-
metto, — tudents
for the first time Monday.

At Gullett, the inaugural en-
rollment of 400 students
quickly settled into a routine,
aafd principal Kathy Hayes.

It helped, Hayes said, that
staffers greeted studenis be-
fore they entered the building
and took them where they
needed to o

The firit day at Williams
Elum:«nlm alsp went
smoothly, principal Nancy

“The Palmetto Town Cen-
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Beal said.

“Obviously we had a'lot of
cars backed up, but that's be-
cause all the parents take thelr
kids the first day,” Beal said

Eeal's best first day ol school
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“1 told a Hule girl if she
wanted' (o ent” breakfast, she
could go t thie cafeteria,” Beal
gaid, “She replied. "What's a
afeteriar

E

Kind Emylee
Hunter, 5, walked to the front
door of Williams Elementary.

=At 6 a.m she was dressed,”
Lynn Hunter sald of her

daughter. “She's never done
that before.”

Hunter said she would miss
watching her daughter on her
work computer at John Can-
non Homes, as Emylee’s day
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care, Kids R Kids, in Lakewood
Ranch, has Web carns.

Al the new, twosstory Buf-
falo . Creek Middle School,
roughly 740 students learned
their way around the school,
which has academics on’ one
gide of the building and the
cafeteria, music wing and

gymnasium on the other,
We are the st middle or
| |'|;:,::'| eehool to apen north of
the Manatee River,” said mul-
timedia teacher Richard Lt
who energized his first-period
class with plans for making a

video about the new school.
hs if there wasn't enough

exciemenL

A 2-year-old in its mother's |

Arms a firm alarm ak the |

school, causing the campus to |

be evaciated for 10 minuies at
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*It was bright red,” principal
Seott Cooper said of the alarm
that ‘attracted the child as its
mothér rejristered a sibling.

“Hey, it's a pgrear firsi-day
story,” Cooper said.

The North River Fire De-
partment responded o the
fakse alarm.

Srudents and staff seemed
happy to be back st Nolan
Middie, which principal Nancy
High reported has an enrol]-
ment of 762 stdents,

“I'm secing lots of smiles®
High said. “That's why [ like
working with children.”

Braden River Elementary,
one of Enst Manatee's older
schools, had its  traditional

“Boo-Hoo” breakfast for par-

enls b kindergarten
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shudens:

Zack Palmer drank  milk
through a straw, his cyes dart-
ing arcund the Braden Rbrer
Elemeniary calfetorium,

Across from Zack sat. mom
Amy Palmer, who was a'bit
emetional but put on & brave
face, saying. “I'm happy for
hin:_ He's very excited about

Th: Syear-old was 3o ready
to get to his classroom, where
hi will learn new things and
make new friends; that some of
his breakfast of French toast
ghicks and a banann sat uneaten
o his-plate.

After Palmer took Zack tohis
classroom. she retumned to the
cafetorium, where principal
Randy Mungille and PTO
Presldent Lisa Hintze
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addressed parenis.

Hintze, who his three chil-
dren ot Braden River Elemen-
tary and ane at Braden River
Middle, was moare than ready
for her children to return to,
school. )

*I' am ecstntic,” she said,
adding that her kids are happy
to be back in schoal and com-.
plimenting BRE'S teachers and,
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The school's staff gauges the
success of the first day of
school by how many cricrs
there are, and Mungillo was
knocking on wood that he
hadnt heard: of any children

crying.

“It's the best to see the kids
come bacle, and they Love "
Muugﬂlﬂu!duilhcﬁmdaym'
schoal
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