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Ruffalo Creek students teach their parents

Technology drives classroom achievment

JEFF BEILINICKE
Sy ey

Sometimes the students are the teach-
ers. Al Bulfalo Crock Middle School, a
Palmetto school in (i first vear of exis
pemce with bright, shiny computers simi-
lar 10 a fourvear college, principal Scott
Cooper and teacher Richard Platt have
studdents exploring  computer technol.
ogy At a level that = unmatched by miany
Manatee County high schools

With a pannership with Halle Middic
School and Harllee Middie School, BafEalo
Creck has won several awards and s
vving for 4 chance 1o go 1w the nationl
cvent in Ortando later this year.

The kids have been working on theee-
dimenstonal designs, animation and build-
ing muosdcl r.'|.|-:|'|.|.]:||.|l1,.1-p|':|w-|:r{'-d cars. [ is all
state of the art and hard to explain unless
vou are g fifth-grader having grown up in
the compuier generation.

Cooper and Plart are the movers and
shakers, but the students are the ones
making 2 Jot of the calls.

*I Jearn 4 lot from Mr. Pl but he
kanows the long ways around things and
how 1o cxplin it [ reach him e short
culs” sl siudent Jordon Giveans. *My
prandbtler owns a shect-metal shop, and
he always tawght me a lot about technol
ogy.Amd now [ can use {57

One of the projects students at Buffale
Creck came up with is 4 3D computer
design of their school in which you can
zee the new campus from all angles,
Ancther is of the tain that runs through
Srare Road 64 The stadents dik an entire
o o0 that

The students ane in e midse of design-
ing a lamp by using 3-0 compuier tecl
nalogy. Plan and Cooper came up with

sofie recyeled miatedils for the studenis . e teaching.

o use o orcate the lamp, There is otk
fng permanent yet, but it's waiting on the
COMPUTET

Their newest and biggpest paojpect s
desdgning an Pod cradic thar will holed
the iPod. Computer images geneniedd by
the students show s design fnoom every
angle. They also designed a system where
stuchents and parents can watch Buffado
ek school news on (Pods,

=4 ot of kids don't know this kind
of technology after they leave college”
Platr sadd. *You never learn this in nadcddle
schood, but the kds here love it [F] staved
her watil 10 every night, the kids would
stay with me and the parents would st
also. They bove it°

Cooper said students don't do it just for
thic grades — they know technology will
b the mast imporant thing fo pet them
throwh colbege and, after college, to help
them get jobs. B, he =zid, the best part
is the fun they hawe.

“To thee kids, desipning these things s
like plaving ome large video game, The
spuff we lave bere is better than what
you get in high school. Nobody else in
the state is doing what we do here. The
kigks eboen't even look an it as school waork,”
saibd (:I'.H:.I-rrl:r.

Piagt, who used 0 be a2 designer at
MASA In Texas, said there asc almost
300 stndenis a0 Bulfalo Creck taking the
computer classes and they are already
learming collegedevel computer technok
agy.

=1, kmow most of U ks for scicntisis
o people who make video games, buar
it's fun and it gets us ready for college!
Giveans . said, “Everything is about cloc-
tromics mow.

soudent Michalas Johinson's father s a
teacher, but it's al’u:n Michodas that docs

“My dad reaches, but he doesa’t know
a lot of the things [ know, so 0 teach him?
said Johnson, " It's fun teaching my dad.”

The Bulfils Ceeek students will hcad

Lights, from page 1

ol the staton but not for a post office
going up next door, according 0 FINIT
plans. The post office will open later
this yeir

Getting 1o Parrish's new post office
soon might also cause a problem. If
plans’ continue as proposcd, 4 grass
median would prevent left tarns to and
from the post office when that Sec-
tion is widened o four Bnes. Medins
abss would block left turas ar the ouin
entrances of some resfdential develop-
ments along the  highway, including
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Bulfalo Creek Middle Scheol students Jordon Giveans, Jonathan Gilbert and Micholas
Johnson are part of the schoal’s Technology Student Asspciation. The group has been winmng
shatewide awards i the firs! year of the schools exislence.

to Orlanda April 23 for a statewilc com-
puter technology competition. I they
finlsh Arst or scconcl, ies off 1o national
competition on Crlamdo this Gl

Yernda Springs and Forest Crock,

If plins go a5 expecied, northbounsd
L5 30 drivers would have 1o ke
A Usturn at C.R. 675 or turn left onto
1215¢ Avenue Fasi to reach the post
office. To go northbound from the post
office, drivers wonld need fo make g L-
turn at Fort Hamer Roacl o tike 121st
Avenpe o G Street East o 115 301,

Jordan said that he is also hoping. 1o
hiat a villape meeting to discuss @ new
sewer system for Parrish. He said he
hopes it will by a solid feundation for
development along LS. 301 between
C.R.675 and C.R. 62,



