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From left, Technology Studant Assoclation members Dastinee Wynin, Daniel Deluca, Devin Fiournoy, Aubrey Hudsan, rw_llmnl'as D_rlusm and
Brian Decker work on advanced computer projects at Buffalo Creek Middie School. Studants often work during frea time, officials sald.

WRITING CODE AT AGE 11

Youngsters create Web sites and edit movie files

By CHRESTOPHER 0°DONMELL
ehrts.odonneliheraldtribune.com

NORTH MANATEE — Ed-
ucators at Buffalo Creek Mid-
dle Schoel are finding that
when it comes to teaching ad-
vanced computer skills to com-
puter-savvy students, there is
ne suich thing as too young.

In one class, 12-year-old Neil
Labelle wses a keyboard  ard
musse Eocreale o 3D compuior
model of his school, accurate
right down to the shadow cast
by 1z fagpole. Such designs are
usisd inarchitectuse or inmovie
production.

[n the same classroom, oth-
er students write code to cre-
ate their own Web sites, de-
sign an aqueduct and adit mov-
ie files to produce podcasts.

In the schools Distance
Communication class, chil-
dren as young as 1 learn how
to use professional computer
animation and 3-D modeling
software, They are required to
use computer code to build
their own Web sites,

Thoze =kills are not wsually
taught until high school or
oven  college, but teachers
here believe students who al-
ready use computers and 1P-
ods to communicate and play
games are ready to learn skills
ncoeded inan increasingly tech-
nological job market

“I tangght this curriculum in
high school in Texas, and 1
haven't charged onefota of it,”
said teacher Richard Flatt. “We
said. ‘Let's see what the kids can
dol So far we haven't run inta
anything to stop them,”

The class is getting rave re-
views from students who see
their future as video game de-
signers or digital anmimators
for compunies ke Picar and
Disney. Many of them give up
free fime twice 3 week o
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“It's just fun making models
on the computer and building
stuff,” said sixth-grader Bobby
Tucker, whose  pealistic 3D
model of a Roman pantheon
even lets vou look inside,

Buffalo Croak spent
280,000 equipping the dis-
fance communication class-
room with computers, soft-
ware and digital cameras.
School district officials said if
the class works, it could be of-
fered at other middle sehoals,

"Show me anather place in
education where  students
are giving up their free time
to come in and learn,™ said
Doug Wagner, district direc-
tor of adult, carcer and tech-
nical  eduecation. “Thizs s
zomething thar students are
gravitating toward and new
jobs and new caréers are be-
ing created in.”

S0 far, Manatee has gone

Students in the advanced computer class at Buffalo Creek Middle
School keep natabooks on all the projects they do nclass.,

In Saraxota, digital and Weh
design is typically taught at
high schools, said  district

dents, but it is mostly how to
use computers, not how topro-
gram them or design with

spend more time on their Younger than other dl‘“!im“ spokesinan Scull Ferpuson, them, offbcials said. i
projects at 4 P ]
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Those: are regular activities
in Platt's classroom at Buffalo

fiver 1o a 3-D model of a Bo-

man aqueduct.

“I love doing anything on a
computer,” said Jake, who

You’re never to young to write code:

wha teaches

tion and 3D mode

ling College of Art

“was e i

at Ring-
Dresign,

Creek Even with classés over
for the day, about 20'students
were working Thursday.

One team of students was
working on producing a digital
movie fike that shows the Stars
and Stripes fluttering in the
wind while the 5 of thﬁ
Pledge of Allegiance scro
across the screen When com-
plete, the movie will be broad-
Cast inbo every ::Fhi:m-umu diar-
ing the moming pledge.

Jake Glassmoyer, 14 was
warking:on adding: & flowing

hopes to one day work on vid-
g0 games ofF 8 “Shrek”™ movie,

As incentive for students,
the walls of the classroom are
covered in posters of movies
made with computer anima-
tion nén&uml'u that have a
hea of compuber-gener-
al:dv:prbﬂnl effeota,

Flatt insists that srudents do
not use the computers for play-
ing sendi

e-rmails or
surfing the Web.

Platt gets help in the afier-
school program (o BEd Gavin,

tive stuff” Gavin said, “but

they're taking it and starting to}

run with it.”
This is the first semester for

the class, and as it p 25
Platt plans to place :ﬁg stu-

donts” Web sites onto the Inter- :

net. Many of the students® 3-T
models will be aubmitted in
statowide contests.

L

"These kids are 50 réceplive =

to thiz,” Platt said.

*After three monthe of doing -

this, they have no fear. They're
doing things so much faster™



